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Welcome to the 3rd Brock Initiative Newsletter, with news on our work using film to make a positive difference for the natural world. 

Wild Thames, Wild London - the famous river you don't know!
This new film by Richard Brock proves to be a real eye-opener on the wildlife of tidal Thames, taking you on a fascinating journey from its upper tidal-reaches, right through the heart of London and on to the wild Essex Marshes. In the film Richard delves into the lives of the Thames' birds, including the great crested grebes, swans, herons and coots. We also meet many of the other wild inhabitants including water voles and eels, plus a surprising number of exotic species! Did you know there are parakeets from India, Chinese crabs and exotic mandarin ducks living on the Thames?

Hot off the press, Wild Thames, Wild London will be raising money for local Thames wildlife projects, and supporting Brock Initiative projects around the world. 

The film is being launched at the Mayor of London's Thames Festival, on 17th and 18th September. The Brock Initiative stall can be found at the Blue Ribbon Tent, by the National Film Theatre on the South Bank next to Waterloo Bridge, and is open from 12pm-6pm each day.

To find out more about the film, or to purchase a copy of the film, please go to:

http://www.brockinitiative.org/thames.htm
The Blue Ribbon Tent 2005 is coordinated by environmental charity Thames21, which works with communities across Greater London’s 400 mile network of rivers and canals to remove litter, create new habitats for wildlife and encourage people to respect and use their waterways. 

http://www.thames21.org.uk/
To find out more about the festival, please go to:

http://www.thamesfestival.org/
Richard Brock - Conservation Award Finalist!
Richard Brock is one of three finalists for the prestigious FFC Conservation Filmmaker of the Year Award 2005, to be presented at the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival on September 22nd, in America. This award will be presented to an individual who has used the power of Film and Media to conserve our natural world.

To see details of all the finalists' entries or for more information about Filmmakers For Conservation, please visit:

http://www.filmmakersforconservation.org/

Lake  Bogoria and Lake Baringo

Latest Kenya Developments
Debra Bardowicks, a Brock Initiative volunteer, has just returned from 6 weeks in Kenya’s Rift Valley where she was working with Earthwatch on their “Lakes of the Rift Valley Project” sponsored by the Darwin Initiative. She showed the recently completed Earthwatch Lake Naivasha Education Series of films, made by the Brock Initiative, to very enthusiastic audiences of more than 2500 schoolchildren and community members near Lake Bogoria and Lake Baringo. 

The major problem in these drylands is the erosion caused by overgrazing by goats. Debra worked with the Rehabilitation of Arid Environments Trust, which trains local people in rehabilitation of arid lands as well as sustainable management, and together with local schools and the community she got footage for several more films, which are now being edited in the UK. 

To find out more on this and other Brock Initiative projects, check out our website at:

http://www.brockinitiative.org/bogoria.htm
Bali Project Completed!
Sarah Matthews, a long term contributor to the Brock Initiative, has successfully completed her first major project, an educational film package on vetiver grass.   Vetiver is a phenomenally successful natural solution for soil and water conservation, land rehabilitation, as well as having a whole variety of secondary uses. Her vetiver film is an educational portrayal of vetiver's amazing properties and how it can make a difference to so many lives. It has been met with amazing response.

'Fantastic ! It is going to be a great tool for awareness, information and training on the many properties of vetiver for those who have never heard of it and do not believe that "just a grass" can have so many powerful benefits for mankind'.
David Booth MBE, Founder of East Bali Poverty Project

Currently in Indonesian with English subtitles we are looking for funding to translate it into a number of other key languages so it can be used on a global scale.

Sarah has also produced two animations, one on Vetiver grass, the second on destructive fishing practises.  An interesting new approach to conservation films, these animations are fun, dynamic and comical, but with strong conservation messages. By relying on visual storytelling rather than words these animations overcome language barriers and can be watched and enjoyed by people all around the world.  On the back of their success, it is hoped future animations can be made, including one on turtle conservation.

And finally ... One-Off Wonder!

Richard Brock is looking to gauge interest for a unique cruise around the south west peninsula of England, some say the most beautiful varied coastline of Europe. It is a one-off opportunity to bring together the public and veteran wildlife filmmakers in an ideal pre-Wildscreen get-together. The voyage is from October 4th to 14th 2006, and will culminate as the ship sails up the spectacular Avon Gorge into the heart of Bristol for WILDSCREEN, the world’s leading wildlife film festival. If you are intrigued, then please email Richard on livingplanetproductions@yahoo.com 
Till next time...
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