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ENDANGERED Series I (13 x half-hours)

Wild Willy - MiniDV

In northern Norway, when the herring move in to spawn, so do the killer whales - to eat them. For the fishermen, they are competitors - and formidable ones at that. against a background of one of the most spectacular landscapes in Europe, this story is told partly from the whales point of view, as we show how the fish, fishermen, tourists and scientists are all linked.

Big Guy - The Florida Panther - MiniDV

In 1984 "Big Guy" was hit by a car near the Florida Everglades. He was one of America's rarest animals - a prime example of the endangered Florida panther. He is still alive today - but happened to that tiny remnant population of panthers in a fast-changing Florida?  This is "Big Guy's" view of one of the biggest conservation challenges ever in the USA - a huge effort to save not only the panther but wild Florida itself.

Crowned Crane - Queen of the Marsh - MiniDV

In a tiny swamp in Kenya lives on of Africa's most beautiful birds, famous for its colourful plumage and high-spirited dancing. Where the crane breeds, hidden deep in the reeds, it is threatened by the local people who cut the reeds, drain and pollute the marshes and cause disturbance as they hunt for wildlife.  But a new project, run by locals, could save the situation.

Crowned Eagle - King of the Forest - MiniDV

This huge bird of prey is one of the most dramatic hunters in the forests of Kenya. But its superb eyesight and power of flight cannot help it survive the threats to its home. The destruction of the forests and human attitudes are the main threats.  But when the female of the pair - which star in the film - loses the sight in one of her eyes, help is at hand. The result is a remarkable eagle saga.

Esperanza - The Mountain Tapir - MiniDV

The Ecuadorean Andes hide some of the world's rarest creatures - condors, spectacled bears, cocks-of-the-rock, sword-billed hummingbirds - and mountain tapirs. "Esperanza" was rescued from hunters as a baby and she now provides a unique chance for study. Her name means "hope" - the hope is to release this strange half-cow, half elephant into her natural habitat. Tapirs range from the Ecuador's jungle and cloud forest, up to the edge of the highest active volcanoes, where snow lies on the equator.

New Fox in Town

This beautiful little endangered prairie fox is the subject of an encouraging rescue attempt by a remarkable Englishwomen. The town where the fox is eventually released is a prairie dog town. The story, partly  seen through the fox's eyes, is set in the glorious, open countryside on the Canadian / USA boarder and reveals the problems posed for wildlife by cattle and crop farming.
Bulls, Bikinis and Bone-Breakers - MiniDV

Mediterranean crete is one of Europe's fast-expanding playgrounds. The island is also a famous historical site where bulls are the star attraction. Once the bearded vulture dropped bull's bones to break them: now it watches a changing place where dolphins, turtles and wondrous flora compete for space with tourism. What will happen as sun-worship replaces bull worship, and the palace of Knossos is joined  by the new palaces of high-rise hotels? Take an endangered bird's eye view as wild and beautiful Crete struggles with its future.

Otters and Oil - MiniDV (Faulty transfer 8 mins)

In january 1993 a huge oil tanker hit the rocks just off the coast of  the Shetland Islands. The "Brear" disaster looked like becoming one of the world's worst oil spills. We follow the story of two rescued otter cubs as they returned to the wild later that year. Their home is near the wreck. Just how disastrous has that collision turned out to be - for otters, seals, fish, fishermen, and the Shetland's spectacular sea birds?

Parrots & Chips - & Power - 

In one of Central America's lowland rain-forests, scarlet macaws screech from the top of a giant silk cotton tree. In Chicago, USA, a huge company - making paper from wood chips - is trying to change the face of that part of the Costa Rican jungle by planting a "miracle" tree that, they say, will be good for everyone - including the macaws. From the office basement of the Penthouse in Chicago, from the forest floor to the canopy in Costa Rica, and from the oldest ecosystem on Earth to the tree that matures in six years, we reveal a story in which consumers, corruption and conservation all connect.
Happy trigger - How a Fish sees Hong Kong

From inside the glass tank, a cute trigger fish views a Hong Kong market - and possible customers view him.  Our story takes us through Hong Kong's once "fragrant harbor" on an intriguing voyage of variety and danger to a beautiful coral reef. En route, we reveal a fascinating range of wildlife partnerships in the sea - a reminder that modern man's relationship with marine life in Hong Kong is under stress.  But on the coral reef, we see an unusual experiment that could make our trigger fish very happy.

Hippo! - MiniDV (II) (M+E only)

In the small west African country of The Gambia a tiny group of hippos live very dangerously. This is their story, in the river and on the land. The colourful wildlife, the colourful people and the increasing number of tourists are all linked in this fascinating country, whilst offshore there are some of the wildest islands on earth, where hippos are said to live in the sea - and go surfing! Is this true?

Jumbos in the Clouds - MiniDV

Mount Marsabit in northern Kenya - a remarkable mountain in the midst of a scorching desert. For centuries, elephants have moved across this extraordinary place of contrasts, from sand-dunes to a hidden lake amongst the trees of Marsabit's misty peak. The nomadic people have learned to live with them, but now the place is changing and both people and elephants are at risk. This story suggests a possible solution, told partly from the elephant's angle. It features the famous Ahmed of Marsabit - he of the huge tusks.

Pelicans on the Edge
The brown pelican, recently an endangered species in the USA, also lives in Costa Rica, Central America.  It's now back from the brink, and we follow one bird the whole length of the Pacific Coast and get a spectacular bird's eye view of the beautiful but changing edge of Costa Rica. It passes dolphins and whales, tourist-filled beaches, polluted mangroves, a turtle nesting beach and huge building developments before reaching its nesting ground.

ENDANGERED Series II (7 x half-hours)
Tuna Lobster - MiniDV (III)

Two of the most valuable creatures of the sea, eaten around the world. See the extraordinary private life of the lobster and the industry it sustains, and follow the huge bluefin tuna ("faster and more valuable than a Porsche") from Florida to Canada, Spain to Italy for a spectacular hunt.

Barn Owl and Kestrel - MiniDV

Roads and traffic are a worldwide problem. In Britain the kestrel nests by the junction of the M1 (the first motor-way) and the notorious M25. In distant Norfolk the barn owl nests in an old tree and hunts along quiet roads in a classic ancestral estate.  But the motor-way is coming! And the birds see the changes as at Newbury and other controversial road expansions.

Wolverines and Oil - MiniDV

This part bear, part giant weasel is a symbol of the wilderness. Persecuted throughout its range across Europe and North America, one of its last refuges is in Northern Alaska. This is where this powerful hunter sees the impact of oil, with a huge question about future drilling for US needs. It is a remarkable and intimate story about a man and his wolverine, revealing the uniqueness of a rarely-filmed species.

Flamingo and Shoebill - MiniDV (II)

Two birds with weird shaped bills - one lives in the great salt lakes of East Africa in millions, the other hides in vast papyrus swamps in solitude. They are connected by their need for water and in both cases they are threatened by overseas aid schemes that went crazily wrong - one a huge salt factory, the other the biggest canal digger in the world that came to a bizarre end. See it all with a bird's-eye view!

Lions in Trouble - MiniDV (III)

Nairobi National Park in Kenya is only 44 square miles but it is one of the most famous in the world. It was the first in Africa and has just celebrated its 50th anniversary. We tell the story, through the eyes of generations of lions right on the edge of Nairobi, and see how Africa's parks are threatened - and also reveal how difficult it is to be a successful lion!

Cormorant Accused - MiniDV (III)

Cormorants are very good fishermen. Their expansion across Britain and europe has brought endless arguments in its wake. We follow one bird from sea to inland reservoir and show how this "winner" succeeds - and what may be needed to control it. Much of this is seen from a bird's point of view - in the sky, on land, and underwater - in rivers, ponds and even a trout farm. 

Mzee - A Chimp with a Problem? - MiniDV

Eight years ago, an orphan chimp was rescued by Karl Ammann on the Zaire river. Today Mzee is a powerful, dangerous adult, and lives in Karl's house in Kenya.  His story year by year has been remarkably documented. In contrast, we look at the life of the family he left behind in the jungle, where logging and hunting threaten both the gorillas and the chimps. A very unusual double story. 

ENDANGERED Specials II (2 x one-hours)

Wild Med 
- MiniDV

Fly and swim from Gibraltar to Gibraltar, right around the Mediterranean, across a year, visiting ten countries. Using the bird's-eye view of a flamingo and the underwater experiences of a turtle, we reveal a changing coastline with its varied wildlife, cultures, and pressures of the future.

Right Whale and Osprey
Go from Florida to Canada with the world's rarest whale and that ace flying fisherman, the osprey.  From the wild islands of Florida, past the great salt marshes of Virginia, the cities of New York and Boston, and the beaches of cape Cod, to the cold pine-clad cliffs of beautiful Maine... It's a spectacular journey including other whales, all seen along the coast that's partly pristine, partly ravaged. Our incredible double journey reveals how much it has changed - or not.

ENDANGERED Series III (6 x half-hours)

Wolf Saga - MiniDV

In Sweden wolves recently almost became extinct but, from a secret location, and under protection, they've now increased to about 70 and are spreading across the country. Often, when they meet humans who fear them, there are problems. See all this from the point of view of the shy wolf. As they say "when you see a wolf it's already seen you a thousand times".

Avocets Galore - MiniDV

This elegant shore-bird is the symbol of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. Since the avocet's inspiring comeback in Britain the RSPB has also increased dramatically - to over a million members. How has all this happened, and why do so many people go crazy about birds?

White-Headed Duck - Mating to Extinction? - MiniDV

This cute duck is in serious trouble. It's very rare in europe but has been successfully protected in southern Spain. However, a similar species called the ruddy duck, introduced from the USA to England, has now expanded its range to Spain where it's now energetically breeding with the white-headed duck. The resulting hybrids, which are fertile, may mean the extinction of a species already threatened by hunting and wetland destruction. What's the answer?

The Ups and Downs of Koalas - MiniDV

Why are there too many koalas on Kangaroo Island - to the extent that they're destroying their home? But on the mainland of Australasia they're endangered. The solution is a big surprise, seen partly from the koala's point of view, which reveals the curious mixed personality of this famous mascot.

Seal's Eye View - MiniDV (II)

South West England has one of the most beautiful coastlines in Europe. Despite tourism there are still secret hidden caves where seals breed. We shall enter that world and "become a seal". Through its eyes we see the beaches and cliffs and its underwater fishing grounds, which contain some real surprises including a big foreign sea lion, huge basking sharks - and in particular, a man who has almost become a seal himself. He swims with them and is carrying out a unique study from   a risky little platform called a wave-ski. 

Kagu - Weird Bird of the Jungle - MiniDV

It can't fly; it has a strange display and voice; and it only lives on one island in the Pacific. It's a beautiful heron-like bird called the Kagu. Now a scientific study and unique film records reveal its remarkable lifestyle. A human family of three has shared the jungle home of New Caledonia with a family of kagus and the results were amazing. And what's so good about this story is that it's a happy one - except for the dog problem that is.

SPECIALS III

Being a Killer Whale (tape currently missing)

Ken Balcomb's unique study over 25 years reveals the private life of this charismatic animal as never seen before. Near Seattle USA we see how Ken has followed babies to adults and watched the beautiful area change for better and for worse. The whale's own view of the place, the wildlife and the people make this a remarkable story of family life amongst truly "Free Willys", which are, literally, at the bottom of Ken's garden.

Oryx - Success in the Desert (tape currently missing)

The scimitar-horned oryx is the rarest and most beautiful of the world's desert antelopes. They have been chased and shot from vehicles across Africa with the sad result that their main hope for survival is through captive breeding. We compare their lives in zoos in temperate Britain with their true, hot home, amongst cave-dwelling desert people, Bedouins and their camels. There's certainly quite a contrast when we follow we follow an exciting re-introduction to Tunisia. 

Any more Dodos? (tape currently missing)

The Dodo is the very symbol of extinction. We explore its original home, Mauritius, to assess the future of two very endangered species, a pigeon and a parrot. Within this framework we include other species we've shown in previous Endangered series - and update them, such as the Florida panther, mountain tapir, lions, chimps, blue-fin tuna, right whale and crowned eagle. For the Millennium we consider the winners and losers in the extinction stakes of the planet. How many Dodos are there to come? And what about the planet itself?

WILD HOLIDAYS

Safari on Safaris - MiniDV (II)

Travel from Uganda to south africa, almost the length of the once "dark" continent. Experience a wide variety of safaris in five countries from the most basic to the most luxurious and see how the safari business has illuminated the wilderness. What do you, as an eco-tourist, get out of it?  And, perhaps more importantly, how do local people and the environment benefit - if at all? How do Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Botswana and South Africa score on conservation? How much do they really value their gorillas, lions, elephants, rhinos, crocodiles and leopards? Join this safari of questions and find out ... especially about lions.

Red Sea Revealed - MiniDV (III)

Diving is a big business. Increasingly tourists search the sea off Egypt's desert coast to find the famous coral reefs and brilliant life that thrives there. Illustrated with exceptional underwater footage, we reveal how the problem of a too-successful holiday industry may be affecting the very resource that it depends upon. The park rangers must tackle illegal fishing, reef damage by divers and the momentum of massive hotel developments. They may be winning but, in the meantime, most of the sharks have gone as more and more divers are arriving. And much of this is shown through the eyes of the bizarre lion fish on the reef and a little goby fish that shares a burrow with a bulldozer shrimp in the sand below.

Majorca - A Paradise Uncovered - MiniDV

Recently this tourist island in the Mediterranean has changed its image in a remarkable way. It now caters both for a mass of larger-drinkers and for royalty and millionaires. How has it done this?  Why do other tourist authorities now come to Majorca for advice? From four very different viewpoints - a huge rare vulture in the mountains, a frog in the wetlands, an amusing hoopie bird on the farmland, and a special kind of seagull along the coat, we expose a kind of island that you probably never knew existed.

How to Manage the Wild Bahamas - MiniDV

As well as its very beautiful islands, the Bahamas has some star attractions amongst its wildlife. Brilliant red flamingoes, endangered parrots, unique giant lizards, friendly dolphins and less friendly sharks - all of these have been made highly accessible to tourists.  You can laugh at a marching flamingo show, talk with a tame parrot, feed an iguana a banana, pet a dolphin or slip a fish to a shark. But what is happening to the wilder versions of those animals, away from the popular islands that some say have been trashed? It's a classic case of where commercial tourism and eco-tourism meet up.

Antarctic Ecotour - MiniDV

Join a three week voyage of a lifetime. Go where Scott and Shackelton went but in the unlikely comfort of a Russian ship, and guided by wildlife experts. Mix with penguins, fur seals, albatrosses, whales and elephant seals. But this is more than just a holiday show about what you get for your money. It's all about the impact of eco-tourism on an unspoilt wilderness. From Patagonia to the Falklands, then to South Georgia and the Antarctic Peninsula, it's a journey that asks some hard questions - and gets some surprising answers.

Madagascar Wild Sunrises - MiniDV

A group of wildlife tourists get more than they bargained for when they meet bizarre plants, insects, chameleons and the adorable lemurs, some of which are the rarest creatures on the earth. They also mix with the local people and discover how Madagascar's unique wildlife is being both helped and hindered.

THE NATURE OF SHOPPING

Mega Mall - MiniDV

In Los Angeles is a shopping mall with 52 cinemas and a zoo. There you could buy almost everything you could ever want. And Californians are great customers. We follow a typical L.A. family through a day "from early morning coffee to late night condom". They go shopping at the giant mall and use many natural products during that day. We connect wild plants and animals with everything from sugar, cotton, bananas, trainers, newspapers, tobacco, beer. And don't forget the condom, from a rubber tree plantation in Malaysia, once the jungle home for orangutans and many other species. But human over-population and consumption is a major part of the problem for a sustainable planet. Birth control is part of the solution - so what can we do about that?

The Real Price of a Rose - MiniDV

Around Lake Naivasha in Kenya, 12,000 Africans are employed growing flowers. It's a tiny part of an enormous global business. A single flower may be flown to Holland and on to Hong Kong or Rio to live for a few days as a token of happiness of sorrow. Flower-growing is the latest impact on the lake. From the unusual viewpoint of a python growing up; under water, on the shore and amongst the flower growers, we see the changes over the years at Naivasha. Introduced plants and animals of all sorts have damaged the lake's rich ecology. Now, when you see the potential effects of growing all those flowers, for us, you may look at a rose a bit differently.  

McJungle - MiniDV

The humble hamburger changed the face of the USA, then Central America, now Brazil. The beef industry, on the prairies, in the jungle and on the Savannah's has put an alien animal on vegetation that never grew there before. Cattle make hamburgers - a monoculture replaces diversity. That's the deal. That's what hamburgers cost in ecological terms. To examine these connections we visit the Cerrado Savannah's of Central brazil, natural home to a very special community of animals and plants. Now the wild grasses are replaced by tough introduced ones and the armadillos by cows. In the nearby River Amazon and the rain-forest is some of the greatest biodiversity on Earth. Even today new species of quite large animals are still being discovered - and many small ones. But they may disappear tomorrow, when the cattle come. Maybe that's the true cost of a hamburger - whoever you buy it from.

The Painted Ladies are Coming!  - MiniDV

The painted lady butterfly is a great traveller. This beautiful insect sometimes crosses the Europe in large numbers and recently such an invasion arrived in England. We follow the migrants from North Africa, across the Mediterranean and over onto Spain and France to the English Channel. Using a model helicopter carrying a camera we get a butterfly's eye view of farming and the changing landscape of modern Europe. It's an unusual perspective, with other insects, down amongst rare wild flowers, in pretty gardens or across monocultures of crops we eat, some of which may be genetically modified (GM).

The World's Rarest Bird - A Parrot - MiniDV

Less than one is extinction. Spix's macaw was down to one bird in the wild. For years a very lonely male lived in a valley in a remote corner of brazil. This is the story of attempts to save the species from the ultimate end. It's also about how very different nationalities and personalities cooperate - or don't = to save the Spix's macaw and other parrots. A similar species, the Glaucous macaw, is believed already extinct, and the spectacular Lear's macaw may go the same way as the Spix's has almost gone - though there are other Spix's in captivity. The macaw trade connects millionaires, the growing of cannabis and the police and customs officers around the world. Fanatics, smugglers, vets, geneticists, may all be part of the world that parrot that you might just want to buy. Or not.

Moorhens - Sex and Viollence on the River - MiniDV

The extraordinary life of this familiar bird is revealed in a "video-diary" made over three years. The River Chew in Somerset may seem a gentle idyllic piece of English countryside but it hides some very strange goings-on! And the threats to the Moorhead's home are typical of what is happening to many of England's most beautiful looking waterways. Those changes may be a result of our demand for water and the price we pay for it. 

Jumbos, Wood and People - MiniDV (II)

Elephants and African's need trees. Tourists but wooden carvings as souvenirs. In this portrait of a Tanzanian village by a verdant national park we reveal the importance of wood, this natural product that many of us take for granted. To the local people wood is crucial. And the forest that provides it connects with soil, streams and a lake, plus baboons, lions and elephants all overseen by the very less-than-beautiful marabou stork - he's awesome!

Brock Initiative
TANZANIA 

Maji ni Uhai - MiniDV

Made to facilitate the teaching of the new environmental syllabus in Tanzania, this film, produced by and for local people, also tackled serious water issues, promoting locally lead, positive change in the community.

Music Video - MiniDV

Kitenewa Primary School sing a fantastic song called "Water is Life", about why water is important to them.

The Ruaha Problem
- MiniDV

The Great Ruaha River is not so great any more. With rushed development and agriculture what once was the vital water vein for people, national parks, animals, plants and businesses now runs dry.

Trees and Water - MiniDV

Why are trees so important? What is their role in the water cycle? And what happens when you take them out? 

The Water Cycle - MiniDV

Looking down from space we live on a blue planet, a watery world in constant motion.  From mountains to the clouds, from rivers to the oceans, we take a guided tour along the water cycle with our expert host Godwin Gondwe.

Children's View - MiniDV

Children from Iringa region in Tanzania talk in their own words about water. Where it comes from, where its going, how they use it and why it is important to look after it.

KENYA





Earthwatch at Lake Naivasha - DVD / MiniDV

An introduction to the work of Earthwatch at Lake Naivasha.

A Wild Day Out! - DVD / MiniDV

A film that will help you organise a school trip to Elsamere Field Study Centre at Lake Naivasha.

How Green is your School? - DVD / MiniDV

Elsamere Teachers Training program visits Langalanga Primary School to discover how to improve a school's environment.

Life of Eburru - Forest on Fire! - DVD / MiniDV

One of Kenya's most important forests is up in flames. This rapidly shot film looked into why is nobody came to help. Shown the next day in Nairobi, it caused ministers to send in the army to extinguish the blaze!

World Environment Day (2003 / 2004)  - DVD / MiniDV

A short film about what happened for the celebrations for World Environment Day.

Who's the Best Fisherman? - DVD / MiniDV

A competition to see how is the best fisherman at Lake Naivasha? Is it the fish eagle, the black heron, or is it man? Let the contest begin!

A Land of Surprises
 - DVD / MiniDV

Meet some of the wonderful animals you might find around Lake Naiavsha.

Life on the Lake - Boat Trip to Paradise - DVD / MiniDV

Local guide and bird expert, Issac Ouma, takes you on a boat trip of discovery around Lake Naivasha - and there are some surprises in store along the way!

Naivasha's Web of Life - DVD / MiniDV

This film was designed to introduce students to the ecology of their local area and to understand why it is all important.

Underwater Adventure - A Musical Journey - DVD / MiniDV

A look at some of Naivasha's animals as you have never seen them before.

Airborne Adventure - A Bird's Eye View
 - DVD / MiniDV

A musical journey that takes us to the skies to get a "bird's eye view" of Lake Naivasha.

Naivasha Adventure - An Animated Adventure - DVD / MiniDV

A short animation for younger children taking them on a journey through the different habitats around Lake Naivasha.

Farming for the Future - DVD / MiniDV

A local farmer demonstrates sustainable agricultural techniques, available to all people, to increase the productivity of their land, without damaging it or the environment around them.

MADAGASCAR

Tsy Ho Leo Monina, Tsy Hiova Seranana - MiniDV

The Gentle Lemur, found only in Madagascar's Lake Alotra, is under threat. This film helped to bring the local community together to turn its fortunes around.
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